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“‘Finally, someone’s got it right!” Robert Bannister’s
Sociology and Scientism is the comprehensive treatment
of the character of early American sociology that
several works over the last couple of decades have
tried to approximate, but failed.”—Sociological Analysis

“Of the many books in the past two decades on the
evolution and professionalization of the social sciences,
Sociology and Scientism should eventually rank among
the most illuminating and most interesting.”

— Pennsylvania Magazine of History and Biography

“A fascinating book about an episode in the history of
American sociology and social thought.”—Science

“A very enlightening, very readable account of why
sociologists chose objectivism.”—American Historical
Review

Robert C. Bannister, professor of history at
Swarthmore College, is author of Ray Stannard Baker
and Social Darwinism: Science and Myth.
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